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Those Whom | Love | Rebuke and Discipline!
( BUT~$% Revelation 3:14-22)
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The Book of Revelation: Unveiling of the Glory of Jesus
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The Book of Revelation is called the “revelation of Jesus” because it reveals Jesus’
heart, power, and leadership.
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Th Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which
must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John.
(Ex 57 4 Revelation 1:1)
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The theme of Revelation is Jesus returning to be King over the whole earth. In the

process He has to remove all the strongholds of the enemy and the world system that

hinders love (Rev. 1:7; 19:15-16). He will also partner with His people to reap a harvest

of souls (Rev. 7:9).
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Revelation chapters 2 and 3 are the epistles Jesus wrote to the seven churches in Asia
Minor, with the primary intention to prepare the end-time Church for His second coming.
These letters contain the clearest picture of what Jesus wants and expects with the
Church, where He exhorts believers to be overcomers.

. BURSR A Outline of Revelation

1. BUTRE 1 & : BISEHEMUR 21 @8 FitbEIZR0Em
Rev. 1: Who Jesus is and 21 descriptions of His majesty.
2. BUREREE 2-3 & : BB SEK
Rev. 2-3: What Jesus wants in the Church
3. BURERE 4-5 8 : BPEREXROVEnAIE
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Rev. 4-5: Jesus’ heavenly commission and resources
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Rev. 6-19: How Jesus will prepare the nations for His glory
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Rev. 20-22: Our eternal inheritance on earth with Jesus
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Studying the 7 Letters: The Common Elements in the Letters
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Historical context: it is important to gain information about the situation that each
church was challenged with politically, economically and spiritually. Jesus strategically
selected these 7 churches knowing they would give prophetic insight into preparing the
end-time Church.
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Affirmation for faithfulness: what they were doing that Jesus valued. Two churches
received no affirmation (Sardis and Laodicea).
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Rebuke for compromise: what they must not do. Jesus’ correction is not rejection. He
had things against 3 churches: Ephesus (2:4), Pergamos (2:14) and Thyatira (2:20). Two
churches did not receive a correction (Smyrna and Philadelphia). Jesus gave the
sternest rebukes for the following compromises: passivity, immorality and idolatry
(covetousness and/or sorcery; Col. 3:5; Eph. 5:5; 1 Cor. 10:20-22). These were enabled
by false teachings on grace that did not require repentance.
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Exhortation to respond: what they must do. Jesus gave examples of actions that He
required. Sometimes the exhortation had an element of warning. The warnings that
Jesus gave most were against passivity (distraction from the First Commandment
because of increased blessing that led to busyness) and fear (persecution/rejection).
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Promise for overcomers: as incentive for diligent faithfulness to Jesus. He promised 16
specific eternal rewards to the 7 churches, and these heavenly rewards are different
from the free gifts we received when we are saved (Eph. 2:8-9). Heavenly rewards will
be given according to how much each Christian faithfully live out the Word, and there will
be a vast difference in the measure of glory of each one’s reward (1 Cor. 15:41).
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Revelation of Jesus: in each message, Jesus announced specific aspects of His glory
for the specific situation of each church, and these revelation can help churches
overcome specific challenges they confront.

ZIE=#= The Church of Laodicea
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Located by three major highways, Laodicea was a wealthy city, a center of banking and
manufacturing at the time. Its greatest problem was in lacking a water supply. An
aqueduct brought them water from neighboring Hierapolis (known for its hot springs) and
Colossae (known for its cold springs). Also located in Laodicea was a famous medical
school, where an effective treatment was develop to cure eye diseases.
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These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of
God... (Bx 5t 4+ Revelation 3:14)
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The Amen—means to “be true or established.” Jesus is Amen because His promises
are certain and sure. The “God of truth” in Isaiah 65:17 is literally “the God of Amen”. In
Old Testament time, “Amen” was pronounced when the congregation agreed with the
promises and consequences of an oath (Num. 5:22; Deut. 27:15; Neh. 5:13; Jer. 11:5).
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Being the Amen, Jesus is in perfect agreement with the Father, and He requires us to
agree with Him to release His will on earth. We have to relate to Jesus on His terms. We
must do it His way.
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The Faithful and True Witness—what He speaks is reliable and truthful. He will tell of
true conditions of churches and believers, both the positives and the negatives. Also, He
does not exaggerate or flatter.
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The beginning of the creation of God—He is the source of creation or the so-called
“first cause”. The power and authority of creation “begins” with Him (Jn. 1:3; Col. 1:16-17;
Rev. 1:8: 21:6).

TR OIS T — H Affirmation for Faithfulness—None

%T"Tmﬁ@]%ﬁ Correction for Compromise

PAmg mehims » 54 244 AR AT T FEANLIH O E g ko
LA AHR O UASKEAT Y pirtNd cTHRR I ALGE P
E:] ’ - &-“'&7#‘- VAR RATRF S TR B CBR A

I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot I could wish you were cold or hot. '*So
then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My
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mouth. '" Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do
not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked...

A.

(Ex 5t & Revelation 3:15-17)
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You are neither cold nor hot. | could wish you were cold or hot—\When a person
feels the emptiness of a cold heart, he searches for answers and would in turn repent. A
spiritually lukewarm person is passive, and he has no concern of his true needs.
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Because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will vomit you out of My
mouth—Jesus did not detest or reject His people. In Leviticus 18 it talks about how the
land would vomit out Israelites if they persist in their sin. The point is to cause the people
to birth a heart of repentance by driving them out of the promised land of blessing. God’s
heart desires His people to return to Israel eventually.
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% For the land is defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land
vomits out its inhabitants. >* You shall therefore keep My statutes ... Jest the land vomit
you out also when you defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before you.
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You say, ‘l am rich and have become wealthy’—they claim God’s financial blessing
but it turned out to cool down their fire for God.
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You say, ‘| have need of nothing’—If we don’t keep on desire more of the Lord, then
what we received in our heart and in ministry will gradually deteriorate. What we gain in
God today (heart reality and ministry impact) is often lost tomorrow. Over the years, one
may develop a larger profile with greater influence, yet one’s heart reality is less than it
was ten years previously.
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You do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—
“Wretched” means “calloused and hardened” in the original Greek. Spiritual blindness
means to lack revelation of God and one’s condition.
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HOENENR (#EZ4) Exhortation to Respond (with Warning)
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'8 counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white
garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and
anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see. ' As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten.
Therefore be zealous and repent. (E< 5t 4% Revelation 3:18-19)
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Buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich—Gold’s meaning is
twofold. First in this age we need to pay the price to build an intimate relationship with
God. Jesus exhorts us to “buy oil” (Mt. 25:1-13). The oil is the anointing of intimacy with
God, and pure gold represents a matured life purged of all dross that can reflect the
image of Christ (Mal. 3:2-3; 2 Cor. 3:18). Secondly, gold represents the eternal
investment in heaven that will never decay (1 Cor. 3:12-14).
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Also, to “buy” does not mean we earn it, but that we pay the price to position ourselves
to receive God’s grace. If we treasure the relationship with God, then we would want to
be like David, paying the price for the Lord.
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Then the king (David) said to Araunah, “... I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will

I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that which costs me nothing.”
(# ™ 2 Sam. 24:24)
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| counsel you to buy from Me white garments, that you may be clothed, that the
shame of your nakedness may not be revealed—righteous living results in the eternal
reward of bright, glistening garments. All who repent of their sin and believe in Jesus will
receive a robe of righteousness, which is Jesus’ righteousness over us (2 Cor. 5:21).
However, the white garment here refers to the reward given because of the acts of
righteousness by the saints.
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And t0 her 1t was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is
the righteous acts of the saints. (Bx 5t &+ Revelation 19:8)
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Anoint your eyes with eye salve that you may see—We must take action to cure our
spiritually sick eyes. Only the Holy Spirit can give us revelation of Jesus and His Word.
However, we can take natural steps as we take time to feed on the Word and turn our
eyes away from worthless things that dull our spirit.
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As many as | love, | rebuke and chasten—Jesus promises to discipline all of us so
that we may have gold and garments and so that we may be rich spiritually. The Greek
word used here is philed, and it denotes an enjoyable love between friends. And the
word is never used of God loving unbelievers, but rather it is agapé love (Jn. 3:16).
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Therefore be zealous and repent—be radical in our resolve to make changes.

BEsEBVFESF Promise for Overcomers
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"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will
come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. *' To him who overcomes I will grant to sit
with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne. 2Z«He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

(Ex 5t & Revelation 3:20-21)
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| stand at the door and knock—Jesus continually beckons us to draw near to His heart
as He patiently waits for us. Jesus can open all doors (Rev. 3:7-8), but He wants us to
open the door of our heart to Him.
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If anyone hears My voice and opens the door—Jesus invites all individuals who hear.
Much of the Church is content to have His name and do His work without His presence
in their midst.
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I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me—to eat speaks of intimacy or
deep fellowship as the Spirit tenderizes our heart to feel more of His love by increasing
our revelation of Jesus and zeal for righteousness.
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I will grant to sit with Me on My throne—the two promises are the greatest promises
that can be given to Christians. These promises were given to the twelve apostles and
the saints who are faithful unto death (Lk. 22:29-30; Rev. 20:4), and yet Jesus is willing
to give the promise to the lukewarm Church of Laodicea, as long as she would repent
and regain her initial zealous love for God.
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As | also overcame and sat down with My Father on His Throne—this distinguishes
between two thrones. The Father’s Throne is in Heaven and Jesus’ Throne will be on
earth as the son of David. All the Christians who overcome will sit with Jesus on His
Throne to rule the whole earth in the Millennium, and at the end of the Millennium Jesus
will turn the earthly Throne over to the Father.
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He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches—Jesus was
the only one in the New Testament to give this exhortation, and He said it 16 times,
echoing the call to God’s people by Moses (Deut. 6:4-5) and the Father (Ps. 45:10). It
means that the deep mysteries of Jesus’ letters to the Church and in the Book of
Revelation will open to those who are willing spend time and effort and who are willing to
depend on the Spirit’s supernatural help.




