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For the Great Day of His Wrath Has Come, 
And Who is Able to Stand? 

（Revelation 6-7） 
	  

I. The Seven Seal Judgments 
	  

A. Jesus took the scroll that was sealed with seven seals from the hand of the 
Father (Rev. 5:7). It represents the title deed of the earth and the action plan 
required to cleanse the earth. The seals will be opened in a sequential order, and 
each seal will release a terrifying judgment against the wicked. 

 
7 He (Jesus) came and took the scroll out of the right hand of Him (Father)… 9 and 
they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its 
seals…” (Rev. 5:7-9) 

 
B. The seven seals are literal (not symbolic), future (their fulfillment is still in the 

future), progressive (increasing in intensity), and numbered (released in a 
sequential order). 

 
C. One’s view of the timing in which Jesus will open the seals is one interpretive key 

to Revelation. I believe Jesus has not opened the first seal—the bowls of prayer 
must be full. 
 

When He (Jesus) had taken the scroll…the twenty-four elders fell down…each 
having a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
 (Rev. 5:8) 

D. The 7 seals are released by Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
 

I saw when the Lamb (Jesus) opened one of the Seals…  (Rev. 6:1) 
 

E. Principle of judgment: God’s end-time judgments will remove all that hinders 
love. He will use the least severe means to reach the greatest number at the 
deepest level of love without violating anyone’s free will. 

 
II. First Seal: White Horse—Counterfeit of Christ and His Political Aggression 

 
1 Now I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals; and I heard one of the four living 
creatures saying with a voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 2 And I looked, and behold, 
a white horse. He who sat on it had a bow; and a crown was given to him, and he went 
out conquering and to conquer.  (Rev. 6:1–2) 
 
A. White horse: the color white symbolizes righteousness and the Antichrist’s reign 

will initially appear righteous. He will be the counterfeit to Jesus who rides a white 
horse with truth (Rev. 19:11). 
 

B. Arrowless bow: the Antichrist’s rule is first gained by a bow without arrows, 
which is understood to be a threat of war without war breaking out. This speaks 
of his initial bloodless victories or peaceful conquest. 
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C. Crown: this means that the Antichrist would be ever successful in his campaign 
to expand his political dominion. Nevertheless, his crown was “given” to him; all 
of Antichrist’s authority still comes from God. 

 
1 …there is no authority except from God…the authorities that exist are appointed 
by God… 4 He is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices 
evil. (Rom. 13:1, 4) 

 
III. Second Seal: Red Horse—Military Conflict and World War 

 
3 When He opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature saying, “Come 
and see.” 4 Another horse, fiery red, went out. It was granted to the one who sat on it to 
take peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given 
to him a great sword. (Rev. 6:3–4) 
	  
A. Take peace from the earth: Daniel prophesied that the Antichrist will make a 

peace treaty with many nations, yet he will break the treaty half way through it. 
Therefore the counterfeit world peace brought about in the first seal will end 
suddenly. 
 

Then he (Antichrist) shall confirm a covenant (peace treaty) with many for one week 
(seven years); But in the middle of the week (seven years) He shall bring an end to 
sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations shall be one who makes 
desolate…”  (Dan. 9:27) 
 

B. Great sword: this speaks of extreme forms of bloodshed coming from war and 
violence, for the second seal is the release of the final world war at the end time. 
Through the Antichrist, God will judge the great harlot Babylon for persecuting 
and murdering the Saints (Rev. 17:6, 16). 

	  
IV. Third Seal: Black Horse—Famine and Economic Crisis 

 
5 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come and see.” 
So I looked, and behold, a black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his 
hand. 6 And I heard a voice in the midst of the four living creatures saying, “A quart of 
wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius; and do not harm the oil 
and the wine.” (Rev. 6:5–6) 

	  
A. Pair of scales: speaks of economics. The black horse of the third seal 

represents economic depression and famine resulting from the war of the second 
seal. The color black speaks of sorrow, sadness, and mourning. 
 

B. A quart of wheat for a denarius: A denarius was equivalent to wages for one 
day’s work, and a quart of wheat is the amount that one man would eat for one 
day on a minimal diet. The economic crisis brought along by the black horse will 
greatly reduce the buying power of ordinary folks, causing severe famine over 
the world. 
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C. Oil and wine: the famine will not touch the ruling class. Luxuries will be enjoyed 
by a very few who will prosper in this famine. The social inequity between the rich 
and poor will result in civil strife. 

	  
V. Forth Seal: Pale Horse—Death to One-Fourth of People on the Earth 

 
7 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, 
“Come and see.” 8 So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat 
on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a 
fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the beasts of the 
earth. (Rev. 6:7–8) 

	  
A. Pale horse: This is literally pale green or ashen. It is the color of death or the 

decay of a corpse. 
 

B. Death and Hades: Death is what happens to the physical body. Hades (or hell) 
is the place that the spirit of an unbeliever goes after they die. The demonic 
ranks of Hades will run hard behind the spirit of Death to imprison the spirit of 
unbelievers who die. 

 
C. One-fourth: Some estimate that the population of the earth in 2050 will be 10 

billion people. One-fourth of this 10 billion is about 2.5 billion. Thus it is possible 
that the number of deaths will exceed 2 billion people, which is 50 times greater 
than the death total seen in World War II. 

	  
VI. Fifth Seal: Prayer Releasing Judgment 

 
9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar (altar of incense in heaven) the 
souls of those who had been slain for the word of God… 10 And they cried with a loud 
voice, saying, “How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood 
on those who dwell on the earth?” 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and 
it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of 
their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed [martyred] as they were, 
was completed. (Rev. 6:9–11) 

	  
A. Avenge our blood: shedding of righteous blood of the end-time martyrs will stir 

Jesus’ heart (Rev. 19:2) and strengthen the prayer movement. 
 

Righteous are His judgments…He avenged on her the blood of His servants…  
 (Rev. 19:2) 
 

B. How long: The prayer, “How long…” is the most recorded prayer in Scripture 
(Ps. 6:3; 13:1, 2; 74:10; 79:5; 80:4; 89:46; 90:13; 94:3; Dan. 8:13; 12:6-13; Hab. 
1:2; Zech. 1:12). Here is prayer for justice on the Antichrist’s cruelty, vindication 
of God’s reputation, and deliverance of His people.  
 
7 “…will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night… 8 

He will bring about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, 
will He find faith on the earth?”  (Lk. 18:7-8; NAS) 
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55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of 
spirit you are of. 56 For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to 
save them.” (Lk. 9:55-56) 

 
C. Number completed: there is a limit to the number of martyrs that God will allow 

before His judgments increase. Murder fills up the guilt of a nation (Mt. 23:31-32) 
causing its sin to become ripe unto judgment (Gen. 15:13-16). When persecution 
increases, then the spirit of glory also increases (1 Pet. 4:14). 

 
VII. Sixth Seal: Cosmic Disturbances and God’s Glory 

 
12 He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13 And the stars of 
heaven fell to the earth…14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and 
every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 15 And the kings of the earth, the 
great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free 
man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16 and said to the 
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great day of His wrath has come, 
and who is able to stand?” (Rev. 6:12–17) 

 

A. The sixth seal is the beginning of God’s supernatural judgments against 
Antichrist’s empire. The sixth and seventh seals and the trumpet and bowl 
judgments that follow are God’s answer to the martyrs’ prayers during the fifth 
seal. While the end-time martyrs cry out, “Avenge us”, the unbelievers will cry, 
“Hide us”. 
 

B. John divides people “of the earth” into seven categories of society to emphasize 
how all segments of society, regardless of their socio-economic status, will be 
impacted by God’s judgments: kings (presidents), great men (international 
leaders), rich men (financial leaders), commanders (military leaders), mighty men 
(civil leaders), slave (lower class), and free man (working class). 

 
When people of each categories come to realize the severity of God’s judgments, 
they will ask the question, “Who is able to stand?” Chapter 7 is the angelic 
answer of this question. 

 
VIII. Who Can Stand? God Will Protect His Saints! 

 

A. This angelic explanation emphasizes God’s protection of His people in 
answering the question, “Who can stand in the midst of so much pressure?” John 
sees a divine sealing on people that gives them protection from God’s judgment 
and from yielding to compromise in the midst of the Antichrist’s persecutions 
(Rev. 7:1-17). There will be 144,000 Jewish believers who will stand in victory 
(Rev. 7:1-8). God’s judgments come on the Antichrist and not God’s people. 
Jesus will protect the saints from compromise under pressure of persecution as 
seen in Gentile believers (7:9-17) from every different nation and situation 
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standing without wavering in persecution. 
 

3 “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our 
God on their foreheads.” 4 And I heard the number of those who were sealed: 
144,000 of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed… 9 After these things I 
looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, 
tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with 
a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to 
the Lamb!” (Rev. 7:3, 4, 9, 10) 

 

B. God puts a protective seal on His people before He strikes the earth (Rev. 7:3). 
Such protection is not limited to Jewish believers, as gentile believers will be 
sealed by God as well (Rev 9:4). In the Exodus, God protected the land of 
Goshen where the Israelites dwelled during the ten plagues (Ex. 8:22-23; 9:4, 6, 
26). And Israel received a “protective mark” (blood of the lamb on their door 
frame) that saved their first born from death. 
 

C. All Israel will be saved and brought to fullness (Rom. 11:12, 26). Paul wanted 
us to understand that God has not abandoned Israel. Though Israel has 
experienced a hardening in part (Rom. 11:25; “hardening” can also be translated 
“blindness”, meaning they wouldn’t receive Jesus as Messiah), but this spiritual 
blindness is temporary and will be lifted in the end times. God has ordained to 
use the fullness of revival on the Gentiles to provoke Israel to jealousy and 
seek Jesus (Rom.  11:11) until the fullness of Israel’s salvation is manifest. 

 
D. John sees a great multitude worshiping God together, and this is the fulfillment 

of Jesus’ prophecy in Matthew 24:14: “And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the world, as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will 
come.” 

 
E. In Leviticus 23:33-43, God commanded the Israelites to take palm branches to 

celebrate the Fest of Tabernacles, which is a joyous celebration of God’s 
deliverance of Israel out of Egypt. People also took palm branches to welcome 
Jesus entering into Jerusalem, and they also cry out for God’s salvation by 
shouting “Hosanna!” (Jn. 12:13). And Jesus gave the people and leaders of 
Jerusalem this prophecy, “you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He 
who comes in the name of the Lord!’” (Mt. 23:39) 
 


