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The days of Navratri are actually the time for three major festivals - 
Navratri, Durga Puja, and Dusshera, each of which are celebrated with 
different customs and importance depending on the region.  In North 
India, this time is marked by intense fasting during the nine days of 
Navratri.  Western India celebrates with a special dances.  In South India 
and Nepal, it is the day of Dusshera that is given the most importance.  In 
the East, Durga Puja is the largest and wildest celebration of the year.  All 
three festivals overlap in many ways. 

The word Navratri means ‘nine nights’ in Sanskrit – ‘nava’ meaning nine 
and ‘ratri’ meaning nights.  During this time, nine different forms of the 
female divinity known as ‘Shakti’ (female power), ‘Devi’ (Goddess) or 
‘Durga’ (name of a Goddess) are worshipped.  During Navratri many people 
fast for the first and last day, the first eight days, or all nine days.  Some 
sing devotional songs and perform rituals every morning and night in their 
home. Many families make a place for the goddess in their home and call 
her to stay there for the nine days.  For many people, particularly women, 
Navratri is the most important time of worship throughout the year.  Even 
those who do not perform daily ‘pujas’ (or rituals) may carefully observe 
fasts during Navratri.  Many claim they have experienced the ‘shakti’, or 
power, of the goddess during this festival.  

What is Navratri?

For many people, particularly women, Navratri is the 
most important time of worship throughout the year.“ ”
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These nine days lead up to Dusshera (meaning literally ‘the tenth day’), 
which is an important time to worship the god Ram (a form of Vishnu).  On 
Dusshera an image of the demon Ravan is built, filled with fireworks and 
set ablaze, in celebration of Ram’s victory over the demon and symbolizing 
the victory of good over evil.  People also visit melas (fairs) or attend the 
Ram Lila (plays about Ram’s victory).  

The last three days of Navratri are the intense days of Durga Puja.  Large 
elaborate structures, called ‘pandals’, with ornate idols of the goddess 
Durga are set up all over the cities and villages for people to come for 
worship and special celebrations.  On the tenth day the idols of Durga are 
carried away with wild processions to a near by river for immersion.  It is 
believed that Durga visited the earth during this time and the tenth day is 
her farewell celebration.

This is a time of celebration in Hindu culture but also a time of 
increased spiritual activity.  This atmosphere often leads to more spiritual 
oppression and darkness for followers of Jesus, but can also be an ideal 
time to share with Hindus about the Kingdom of God and the love Jesus has 
for them.  During these ten days of Navratri/Dusshera/Durga Puja, please 
join with others from around the world to pray for God’s heart for the 
Hindu world.

What is Navratri?

... this can also be an ideal time to share with 
Hindus about the Kingdom of God and the love 

Jesus has for them.“ ”



The first day of Navratri is one of the 
two most ‘auspicious’ days of the 
festival.  On this day, the goddess 
Shailputri, which literally means 
‘Daughter of the Mountains’, is 
worshipped.  She is the first of the 
‘Navadurga’ (Nine forms of Durga).   
She is the goddess of nature, rides 
on a bull, and carries a lotus flower.  
Some devotees sow seeds on this 
day, which sprout before the end of 
the festival and are used as 
offerings.  A part of the home is 
dedicated to Durga and she is asked 
to come and dwell there throughout 
the festival. 
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Thoughts for Meditation
Read the story of the woman at the well from John Chapter 4 and meditate on Jesus’ words to 
the disciples when they return from the village.  The Samaritan woman’s experience of Jesus is 
similar to how many Hindus come to Christ - first He seems foreign, then they see Him as 
‘spiritual’ and able to answer prayers, and finally there is the revelation that He is also the 
Messiah and the Guru that their own people have sought for generations.  Like the disciples in 
John 4, many followers of Jesus fail to see the spiritual openness that Hindus have for the 
gospel.  As Hindus are sowing seeds as part of their worship today, pray that the Lord of the 
Harvest would bring workers to sow and to reap for His kingdom in the Hindu world!

Day One 
Sowing and Reaping October 16th 

2012

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%204&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%204&version=NIV


“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 
Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your 

eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.  Even now the One who 
reaps draws a wage and harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the 

reaper may be glad together.  Thus the saying ‘One sows and another reaps’ is true.  I 
sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and 

you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”  John 4:34-38

Prayer Points
Praise God for His character and His ways!

Pray for the ‘sowers and the reapers’ in 
India - “Ask the Lord of the harvest to 
send out workers into his harvest field.” 
Matt. 9:37-38 

Pray for opportunities for followers of 
Jesus to share with their Hindu families 
during these nine days of Navratri.

Pray for government and political leaders 
in India and Nepal.

Pray for the largest unreached Hindu 
people group - the Brahmins 

People Group Profile - Brahmins
Between four and five percent of Indians are Brahmins.  Their population is around 
56,565,000 - the largest unreached Hindu people group.  They are located all over 
India and Nepal.  Brahmins are traditionally priests and spiritual teachers according 
to the caste system.  This status has made them very influential.  Due to stricter 
religious practices and customs, Brahmins are often untouched by traditional 
efforts to share the gospel.  Pray for missionaries that can understand theses 
challenges to reach out to Brahmins.  Click here to read more about Brahmins...

Day 
One 

http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16521&rog3=IN
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16521&rog3=IN
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16521&rog3=IN
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16521&rog3=IN


The second ‘Navadurga’ is 
Brahmacharini, the goddess of purity 
and austerity.  According to the 
myths about this goddess, she did a 
lot of penance and prayer so that 
she could become the wife of Shiva.  
Since she was so devout, her wish 
was granted.  People believe that 
she also helps her devotees to 
obtain what they desire through 
piety and austerities.  Devotees, 
particularly women, are encouraged 
to follow her example of piety and 
purity.  The goddess is worshipped 
in the space dedicated on the 
previous day. 

Thoughts for Meditation
Many who are spiritually seeking are longing for purity.  Many Hindus think of sin as ‘impurity’.  
How might this affect how they understand the gospel?  What do we need to do to receive 
purification from Christ?  Search your own heart for unconfessed sins, then pray that Hindus 
would know the cleansing power of forgiveness in Jesus.  In a culture where it is often difficult to 
confess sin and be truly open before others, pray that people would be willing to open their 
hearts to Jesus and be humble before others about their sin.  There is also a lack of culturally 
appropriate counseling, and due to gossip, many people are unable to share with anyone about 
their hurts and hidden sins.  Pray for the Lord to send laborers to help with these needs.  

Day Two 
The One Who Purifies
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This is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light; in Him 
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.  But if we walk in the light, as He is in 

the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, 
purifies us from all sin.  If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the 

truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us 
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  1 John 1:5-9

Prayer Points
Praise God for the cleansing power of his 
blood!
Pray that Hindus would come to know the 
only One who cleanses us from impurity 
and frees us from the bondage of sin and 
karma.  
Pray for more openness and confession in 
the lives of devotees of Jesus in the Hindu 
World.
Pray for more culturally appropriate 
counseling and inner healing ministries.
Pray for the unreached Hindu people group 
- the Yadavs 

People Group Profile - Yadavs
Yadavs are a caste comprising of milkmen, cowherds, cattle breeders and 
laborers.  There are approximately 55,471,000 Yadav spread all over India and 
Southern Nepal. Yadavs may also be businessmen, teachers, doctors, engineers 
and political leaders.  More recently, Yadavs have become politically influential in 
India, and those that we landowners are often very wealthy.  Yadavs are often 
devotees of the god Krishna.  Pray for more workers to reach out to this vast 
unreached people group.  Click here to read more about Yadavs...

Day 
Two 

http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16187&rog3=IN
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16187&rog3=IN
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The goddess worshipped on the 
third day is Chandraganta, which 
means ‘moon-bell’, due to the moon 
shape on her forehead.  She is 
considered brave, fierce, and 
beautiful.  Devotees who are 
beginning a new venture would seek 
her help to remove obstacles.  She is 
depicted riding a lion and ready for 
war.  It is believed that the sound of 
her bell, or her voice, causes 
demons to tremble and protects her 
devotees.  Prayers and mantras 
specifically for Chandraganta would 
be included in the Navratri worship 
on this day.

Thoughts for Meditation
Everyone was created with a need for a loving God.  Consider how even worshipping images 
speaks of this great human need for a God would would dwell with us.  This week many Hindus 
are creating a special space in their home and longing for God’s presence to come and be with 
them.  Pray today that this desire would eventually be met through a relationship with Jesus - 
whose Spirit would be with them always.  Consider the Biblical stories about Jesus visiting the 
homes of his devotees and how amazing is must have been for them to have Him visit.  In what 
ways do you welcome Jesus into your home and your life?   Also meditate on how amazing it is 
that God’s love for us is unconditional and “His commands not burdensome” (1 John 5:3).

Day Three 
No Fear in Love
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If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in 
God.  And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.  God is love. Whoever 

lives in love lives in God, and God in them.  This is how love is made complete among 
us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like 

Jesus.  There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear 
has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.  We love 

because he first loved us. 1 John 4:10-19

Prayer Points
Praise God for His love towards you and 
towards Hindus!

Pray that Hindus would see their need for 
a loving God realized in a relationship with 
Jesus. 

Pray for new believers to know and 
experience the power and authority of 
Christ.

Pray for India’s leaders in the fields of 
science and technology.

Pray for the unreached Hindu people 
group - the Chamars

People Group Profile - Chamars
The Chamars of India have a population of 50,550,000 and are the largest people 
group among the low caste, or Sudra, communities.  They were traditionally 
known as ‘untouchables’ according to the caste system because of their positions 
as leather workers.  Although untouchability is now outlawed in India, prejudice 
still remains and many Chamars are still stuck in a cycle of poverty due to low 
paying work and social stigmas.  Pray that God would multiply His followers in 
this people group.  Click here to read more about Chamars...

Day 
Three

http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16561&rog3=IN
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The fourth form of Durga is 
Kushmanda, whose name refers to 
the small egg from which the 
universe was created.  She shines 
like the sun and can give her 
devotees success and treasures.  It 
is believed that she has the ability to 
dwell on the sun and that any 
radiance here on Earth ultimately 
comes from her.  She is also 
believed to have existed before 
creation.  Her eighth hand holds a 
strand of beads said to give 
blessings.  She is worshipped in the 
same way as the previous two forms 
of the goddess.  

Thoughts for Meditation
As many are worshipping Khushmanda in hopes of gaining wealth today, think about the 
teachings of Jesus regarding money and wealth.  What did Jesus teach about money?  Think of 
the widows offering, the coin from the mouth of a fish, and the rich young ruler.  Rather than 
promising riches to His devotees, Jesus challenges us to give up our desire for wealth and seek 
Him for all our needs.  As India grows and its economy prospers more and more Indians are 
getting caught up in materialism.  And, even though Indian spirituality highly values simplicity 
and renunciation of wealth, many Hindus prefer to seek after wealth.  Pray for Hindus who are 
tempted by materialism to find Jesus as the source for all their needs.

Day Four 
Seek First the Kingdom

4
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“So do not worry, saying ‘what shall we eat?’, or ‘what shall we drink?’ or ‘what shall 
we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 
that you need them. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all 

these things will be given to you as well”   
Matthew 6:31-33

Prayer Points
Thank God for His faithfulness and 
provision!

Pray against the spirits of materialism, 
greed, and selfishness. 

Pray for the business people and economic 
influencers in India and Nepal.

Pray that believers would set an example 
of simplicity and depend on Jesus for their 
needs.

Pray for the unreached Hindu people 
group - the Rajputs 

People Group Profile - Rajputs
The name ‘Rajput’ means a royal or ruling class.  This unreached people group of  
42,846,000 people is found mostly in North and North-Western parts of India.  
During colonial times this people group was very influential.  Even today, many 
Rajputs are landowners.  Rajputs are considered forward caste or ‘high caste‘.  
Rajputs are traditionally though of as a warriors class and they even perform 
special rituals with their swords during Navratri.  Pray for more Rajputs to know 
Jesus and His power to save.  Click here to read more about Rajputs...

Day 
Four 

http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=17928&rog3=IN
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The form of Durga worship on the 
fifth day of Navratri is Skandmata- 
the mother form of the goddess.  
Everyone needs a mother and this 
goddess is said to fullfil those 
desires for those that worship her.  
She is worshipped with particular 
devotion on this day with special 
prayers and chants.  

The spiritual climate intensifies on 
this day as Durga Puja begins in 
Eastern parts of India, with idols of 
Durga being worshipped in the 
streets for four-five days and then 
immersed in the river on the last 
day.

Thoughts for Meditation
Jesus promised, “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (Jn. 14:18) and also, to 
“never leave us or forsake us” (Heb. 13:5).  Many Hindus seek this kind of love and pour out their 
worship to goddesses like Skandmata in hopes of filling that need.  Consider how you 
experience the Father heart of God and his nurturing heart in your walk with Him.  What are 
some of the obstacles, if any, that you feel prevent you from experiencing this tender side of 
God?  Pray against these obstacles in your life and in the lives of Hindus.  Pray that they may 
know the tender and loving care of their heavenly Father.  He is jealous for their love and 
devotion and anxious to meet their needs.

Day Five 
I Will Not Forget You

5
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“Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and have no compassion on the child she 
has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget you! See, I have engraved you 

on the palms of My hands, your walls are ever before me” 
Isaiah 49: 15-16

Prayer Points
Praise God for Father’s heart towards us!

Pray for neglected children and orphans in 
India, that they would find the love of their 
heavenly Father. 

To many Hindus God is distant and not 
compassionate - pray that their eyes may 
be open to see and experience the love of 
God

Pray for ministries that care for orphans 
and at-risk children in India and Nepal.

Pray for the unreached Hindu people 
group - the Mahratta

People Group Profile - Mahratta
The Mahratta, also known as Maratha, people of India are mostly concentrated in 
the state of Maharashtra along the West Coast of India.  Their primary language is 
Marathi.  Their population is around 26,823,000 people.  Like Rajputs and Sikhs, 
the Mahrattas are also considered a ‘martial’ or warrior class.  Many Mahrattas are 
landowners and earn their income through agriculture.  They are known to be 
passionate about protecting their culture.  Pray for God’s humility and grace for 
the Mahratta people.  Click here to read more about the Mahratta...

Day 
Five 

http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=17554&rog3=IN
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The sixth form of Durga is Katyani, 
a goddess of war that slays 
demons.  It was this form of Durga 
that slayed the demon Mahishashur 
- the story celebrated during 
Navratri and Dusshera.  Legends 
say that she can grant ‘instant 
results’ to requests and can help 
girls obtain the husband they desire 
through special fasting.  Some say 
she also can take away greed and 
the desire for earthly things as well 
as remove sins from people’s past 
lives.  She is worshipped on this 
day with chanting and offerings of 
flowers.

Thoughts for Meditation
Many Hindus are seeking union with God - in fact the word ‘yoga’ refers to a union and 
yoking with the Divine.  True union with God can only be experienced through Jesus, the True 
Vine.  If we remain in Him and His words remain in us, we have access to joyful abundance.  
Read John Chapter 15 and meditate on the blessings available to us if we remain yoked and 
the consequences if we do not.  What does verse ten tell us to do to remain in His love?  Pray 
that Hindus, especially those who are genuinely seeking union with God, would have a 
revelation of Jesus as the True Vine.  Pray also for ministries to reach out to the yoga 
community in the Hindu World.   

Day Six 
True Union with God

6
October 21st 
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+15&version=NIV
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“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, you will 
bear much fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing.  If you do not remain in Me, 
you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned.  If you remain in Me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.  This is to My Father’s glory, that you 

bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My disciples.” John 15:5-8

Prayer Points
Praise God for blessing He gives when we 
abide in Him.

Pray that followers of Jesus working among 
Hindus would abide in Jesus and ‘bear 
much fruit’.

Pray especially for the yogis and yoga 
gurus of India and for those who are 
working to share Jesus with them.

Pray for new ministries that can touch the 
spiritual leaders of India and Nepal.

Pray for the unreached Hindu people group 
- the Banias 

People Group Profile - Banias
The name ‘Bania’ comes from the term ‘merchant’ in Sanskrit.  The Banias of India 
comprise around 26,721,000 people.  The are mostly concentrated in the North-
West states in India and in Nepal.  Their occupations are typically in business, 
trade, jewelry making and agriculture.  This people group has the potential to 
influence the business and economic world in India.  Pray for freedom from 
deception for Banias and that they will see that the only true wealth is found 
through a relationship with Christ.  Click here to read more about Banias...

Day 
Six 

http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16318&rog3=IN
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16318&rog3=IN
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16318&rog3=IN
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-profile.php?peo3=16318&rog3=IN


Day seven of Navratri focuses on the 
goddess Kalratri.  Kalratri is said to 
be the goddess with power to 
destroy the things that trouble us 
and cause us to be afraid.  She is the 
goddess who grants the power to 
destroy one’s enemies.  It is believed 
that Kalratri possesses the combined 
power of Shiva, Brahma and Vishnu.
In some parts of India, the goddess 
Saraswati, is worshipped during the 
final days of Navratri.  Worship of 
Saraswati, who is the goddess of 
wisdom and knowledge, often 
involves the worship of literature as 
a symbol of her wisdom.

Thoughts for Meditation
There are many reasons why the millions of unreached Hindus are not reached with the good 
news of Jesus.  Besides the lack of sufficient laborers amongst them, there are also many 
spiritual strongholds and powers that prevent people from hearing the good news.  Some of 
these strongholds include witchcraft, idolatry, and fear, however Jesus grants authority over such 
strongholds.  Pray today specifically against the strongholds the Enemy has placed in the minds 
of Hindus.  Also pray for those working to share Jesus among Hindus, that they would be aware 
of the schemes of the Enemy and always remember that their battles are “not against flesh and 
blood.”  

Day Seven 
Saved from my Enemies

7
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“I love You O Lord, my strength, 
The Lord is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer, My God is my rock, in whom I take 

refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call to the 
Lord, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies.” 

Psalm 18: 1-3

Prayer Points
Praise God for His victory over the Enemy!

Pray boldly against strongholds in the 
Hindu community.

Pray that followers of Jesus in the Hindu 
World would have wisdom as they respond 
to opposition in their ministry.

Pray for school children in India, who due 
to intense pressure to perform 
academically have a high suicide rate.

Pray for farmers and agriculture workers.

Pray for the unreached Hindu people 
group - the Kurmi

People Group Profile - Kurmi
There are approximately 17,125,000 Kurmi living in India and they form about 
two percent of India’s population.  In Sanskrit, the Kurmi name means “I can” or 
“I am able” or “within my power to act.”  They have the reputation of being 
straightforward, brave, and stubborn in their nature.  Kurmi are relatively 
prosperous, educated, but also quite rooted in farming and trade.  Kurmi people 
were some of the first Indians to join together against British rule.  Pray for 
Kurmis to Click here to read more about Kurmi...

Day 
Seven 
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 The eight day of Navratri is devoted 
to Mahagauri.  This goddess is said 
to have done so much penance in 
her desire for Shiva that her skin 
became dark.  Shiva then cleansed 
her with waters from the Ganges and 
she became extremely fair, which is 
the meaning of her name - 
Mahagauri.  Unmarried girls often 
pray specifically for their husbands 
on this day.  Mahagauri is also 
prayed to for protection.  The eight 
day is also often when the fasting of 
Navratri comes to an end.  It is 
considered one of the most 
auspicious days of the festival.

Thoughts for Meditation
Read the words of Psalm 91 and consider the blessings of dwelling in the shelter of the Most 
High.  As today many Hindus seek protection and refuge with rituals and prayers to the goddess 
Mahagauri, ask the Lord to give you greater revelation of his refuge and protection in your life.  
Fear is often a major stronghold in the lives of Hindus.  Pray that followers of Jesus would truly 
seek refuge in the Most High and also show that peace and protection to Hindus.  Pray for 
boldness and peace for those that share His love in India and Nepal.  During the days of this 
festival it is common for believers to experience increased tension and opposition - pray for 
peace and opportunities to share Jesus to replace any frustration. 

Day Eight 
The Lord is my Refuge October 23rd 

2012
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“If you say, “The Lord is my refuge, and you make the Most High your dwelling,
no harm will overtake you, no disaster will come near your tent.

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways;
they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.

You will tread on the lion and the cobra; you will trample the great lion and the 
serpent.” Psalm 91: 9-13

Prayer Points
Praise the Most High for His protection!

Pray that Hindus would find their refuge in 
Jesus.

Pray for more boldness and freedom from 
fear for those that share Jesus in the Hindu 
World.

Pray for the believers in India that experience 
intense persecution as a result of their 
attempts to spread the gospel - that the Lord 
would give them protection and wisdom.

Pray for the unreached Hindu people group - 
the Teli

People Group Profile - Teli
The term ‘Teli’ refers to a business caste that presses and processes edible oils.  
There are almost 17 million Teli residents in India, most of whom live in the 
unreached northern states.  Poverty is widespread among them, and even 
though the Telis are a vital part of the business community, they are a poorly 
represented caste.  Pray for Teli children who are often used as child laborers.  
Pray for special anointing from the Holy Spirit for those that share Jesus among 
the Teli people.  Click here to read more about the Teli...

Day 
Eight 
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This is a very climactic day for 
festivities.  This is the final day of 
Durga Puja, when the idols of Durga 
are taken to the river in a procession 
- often with loud music and 
celebration.  For those that believe 
that Durga came to dwell with them, 
this is the day that they say farewell.  
This is also often the day of 
Dusshera (which can fall on the 
ninth or tenth day).  On this day 
effigies of the demon Ravana are 
burned in celebration of the god 
Ram’s defeat of the demon.  There 
are plays and large gatherings to 
celebrate the victory of Ram.

Thoughts for Meditation
Think about the victory of Jesus on the cross.  How does this victory compare to the victories 
over evil in the stories of Durga or Ram?  How would you describe the victory of Jesus and the 
mystery of the cross to someone who does not know Him?  Think about what Paul said, ‘His 
power is made perfect in weakness’ (2 Corinthians 12:9).  The story of Ram is told in dozens of 
creative ways - with plays, music, and art.  In this story-loving land, pray that those that spread 
the gospel in the Hindu World will have wisdom and creativity as they share about the victory of 
Jesus.  Pray also for the spheres of communication and arts in India and Nepal - that there 
would be excellent witness for Jesus in these realms.  

Day Nine 
The Lord is my Refuge

9
October 24th 

2012



For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality.  When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the 

mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been 
swallowed up in victory.”  “Where, O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your 
sting?”  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  But thanks be to 

God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my dear 
brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to 

the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.   
1 Corinthians 15:53-58

Prayer Points
Praise God for his victory over death!

Pray for those that ‘labor in the Lord’ in India 
that they may ‘stand firm’.

Pray for Hindus to be struck by the mystery of 
the cross and the humility of Christ’s victory 
during Dusshera.

Pray for wisdom and creativity in the use of 
drama, music, and art to share the story of Jesus.

Pray for Hindus living outside of India and Nepal.

Pray for the unreached Hindu people group - the 
Hindu Jats

People Group Profile - Hindu Jats
The Hindu Jats are found in Northeastern parts of India.  Their population is 
around 16,663,000.  They tend to be larger in stature than other people groups 
in India, and the fact that they own agricultural land gives them political power.  
Jats are usually either farmers or nomadic herdsmen.  Jats were traditionally 
warriors, and even today are considered the most feared people in India.  Pray for 
ministry among the Jats and that gospel workers would not be intimidated by 
these strong influential people.    Click here to read more about the Hindu Jats...

Day 
Nine 
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Navratri sometimes has ten days 
depending on the stars and 
declaration of the seers. On this day, 
(or sometimes the 8th or 9th day) 
ten young girls are gathered 
together and worshipped like 
goddesses.  They are fed, their feet 
are washed, and they are given 
money and other gifts by devotees. 
People believe that these girls are 
actually forms of the goddess.  
Hindus believe that feminine power 
is a great creative force in the 
universe.  Young girls are the 
symbol of this creative force in its 
purest form.  

10

Thoughts for Meditation
Hindus see various gods and goddesses and other objects of worship as incarnations of the 
Supreme God.  Read Colossians 1:15-20.  Isn’t it amazing that ALL the fullness of God was in 
Christ?  Paramatma, the Eternal and boundless God, was fully present in Christ and needed only 
one incarnation to show us exactly what God was like.  Christ is all sufficient for our salvation 
and the salvation of those in the Hindu world. Take time to meditate on this powerful truth.  On 
this final day of prayer - spend some time in worship and praise thanking Jesus for His 
incarnation on Earth!  Pray that Hindus would be able to see Jesus, not as ‘one of many 
incarnations’ but the True and complete incarnation of God.

Day Ten 
The Full Incarnation October 25th 

2012

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201:15-20&version=NIV
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians%201:15-20&version=NIV


The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For in Him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through Him and for Him. He is 

before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  And He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything 
He might have the supremacy. For God was pleased to have all His fullness dwell in 
Him, and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or things 

in heaven, by making peace through His blood, shed on the cross.  
Colossians 1:15-20

Prayer Points
Praise God for coming to this earth as 
Jesus Christ! 

Pray that Hindus would find the fullness of 
God in the person of Jesus Christ.

Pray for those who share the gospel to 
Hindus- that their message would be full 
of truth and always centered on Christ.

Pray for girls in India and Nepal - both 
born and unborn - that they would be 
valued and protected.

Pray for the unreached Hindu people 
group - the Kunbi

People Group Profile - Kunbi
The 15,690,000 Kunbi people of India are found mostly in the states of 
Gujarat and Maharashtra, along the East coast of India.  The term Kunbi is 
derived from two words meaning “people” and “seeds”.  They are traditionally 
agricultural workers.  This caste is closely related to the Mahratta people (see 
Day Five).  Tobacco use, and its related cancers, and alcoholism is very 
common among the Kunbi.  Pray for the seeds of the Kingdom to take root in 
Kunbi communities.  Click here to read more about the Kunbi...

Day 
Ten 
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Before Navratri begins, think about these ideas and prayerfully commit to 
do one or more through the festival. Please find other groups of believers - 
like a small group or Bible study group - to join with you.

Here are some more ideas for praying through Navratri and using this 
guide:

Fasting - as Hindus are fasting during the festival, consider fasting and 
prayer to Jesus as an act of intercession for Hindus.  If you are unable 
to fast for several days, find others who could join you and each fast 
for one day.

Meditate on one of the nine fruits of the Spirit each day and pray for 
that fruit to be more evident your life and in the lives of Hindus who 
have come to Christ.

As many people are celebrating the story of Ram and his kingdom, 
think of ways you can share about Christ and His kingdom with Hindu 
people!  If you don’t know any Hindus, pray that others will have 
opportunities to share Christ during this time.

Think about the theme of victory over evil that is brought up through 
the stories of Ram defeating Ravan, and Durga defeating Mahishasura.  
How can you share about Christ’s victory over death and Satan and 
what that means with others? 

Meditate on and memorize the verses included in the prayer guide and 
look for opportunities to share them with others.

Read more on the unreached people groups mentioned in this guide at 
JoshuaProject.net

Ideas for Prayer

http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-selector.php?RegionCode=4&PeopleID1=All&lr=Y&bible=0&rog3=IN&PeopleID2=All&unengaged=All&NTOnline=All&window=All&indigenous=All&relgn=5&jppscale=0&jfilm=All&popop==&popl=All&adherents=0&evangelical=0&audio=0&respp=All&btnSubmit=Submit&sf=population&so=asc
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-selector.php?RegionCode=4&PeopleID1=All&lr=Y&bible=0&rog3=IN&PeopleID2=All&unengaged=All&NTOnline=All&window=All&indigenous=All&relgn=5&jppscale=0&jfilm=All&popop==&popl=All&adherents=0&evangelical=0&audio=0&respp=All&btnSubmit=Submit&sf=population&so=asc
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-selector.php?RegionCode=4&PeopleID1=All&lr=Y&bible=0&rog3=IN&PeopleID2=All&unengaged=All&NTOnline=All&window=All&indigenous=All&relgn=5&jppscale=0&jfilm=All&popop==&popl=All&adherents=0&evangelical=0&audio=0&respp=All&btnSubmit=Submit&sf=population&so=asc
http://www.joshuaproject.net/people-selector.php?RegionCode=4&PeopleID1=All&lr=Y&bible=0&rog3=IN&PeopleID2=All&unengaged=All&NTOnline=All&window=All&indigenous=All&relgn=5&jppscale=0&jfilm=All&popop==&popl=All&adherents=0&evangelical=0&audio=0&respp=All&btnSubmit=Submit&sf=population&so=asc


There are several ‘Navratri’ festivals throughout the year.  Although this 
guide is designed to be used during the Fall, or Sharad, Navratri it can also 
be used at anytime or during other festivals.  Below are festival dates for 
both the Spring and Fall Navratris for the next several years.

2013
Spring/Vasant Navratri:  11 April to 20 April
Fall/Sharad Navratri: 5 October to 14 October

2014
Spring/Vasant Navratri: 30 March to 8 April
 Fall/Sharad Navratri: 25 September to 4 October

2015
Spring/Vasant Navratri: 19 March to 28 March
Fall/Sharad Navratri: 13 October to 22 October

2016
Spring/Vasant Navratri:  6 April to 15 April
Fall/Sharad Navratri: 1 October to 10 October

2017
Spring/Vasant Navratri:  27 March to 5 April
Fall/Sharad Navratri: 21 September to 30 September

Note:  The tenth day of Spring Navratri is Ram Navami (birthday of Ram).  
The ninth or tenth day of Fall Navratri is Dusshera.  Durga Puja takes place 
during the final 3-5 days of Fall Navratri.

Dates to Pray



The electronic versions of this guide are available online at:
http://www.hindustudy.com/resources.  

A printed version will be available in 2013.  Email hindustudy@gmail.com 
to order printed copies.  

Notes
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